
Discussion Questions: 

So why not turn your observation skills upon the beauty of the Lord in the 

same way? 

 

If we’re going to petition the Lord to Expand Our Desire For Him, By 

Expanding Our Delight In Him, let’s put Psalm 27:4 into action and let it 

shape our discussion. 

 

Here are some questions to discuss as a group. 

 

#1: What qualities do you find draw you toward others? 

 

 

#2: What specific features of who God is do you find most beautiful at 

this present stage of your faith journey?  

 

 

#3: What things do you find you battle against most, when attempting to 

slow down and rest in the Lord’s presence through prayer and time in 

God’s Word? 

 

 

Bonus Thought: Before we move to a point of discussion, consider one 

other aspect about the Lord’s beauty. It is so amazing to consider the Lord’s 

infinite beauty in light of what Isaiah 53:2 tells us about His appearance 

through the incarnation.  

 

Speaking prophetically about Jesus, it says, “…He had no beauty or majesty 

to attract us to him, nothing in his appearance that we should desire him.” 

(NIV) 

 

 

#4: What is there about Christ’s lack of attractiveness that impacts your 

desire for and delight in Him? 

 

 

Praise & Prayer 

Let’s choose to reflect on the beauty of the Lord and watch our delight in 

Him grow.   

 

Let’s continue delighting in Jesus by sharing praises of our Lord and lifting 

prayers to Him. 

Kindling 

Thoughts 

 

A ONE DESIRE Devotional  

From Pastor Scott 

 
Week 2 

Opening  

Today we continue our preparation for this year’s upcoming ONE Desire 

Prayer & Fast.  

 

These early days are our way of focusing our hearts and quieting our soul, so 

that we can come together at the end of this month as a united church, crying 

out:  

 

 

Have you been giving much thought to our anchor verse in Ps. 73:25? 

“Whom have I in heaven but you? And there is nothing on earth I desire 

besides you.” Have you found this verse inspiring? Convicting? Refining? 

Meditating on this verse has a way of editing the values, priorities and 

especially the desires of our hearts.  Through the work of God’s Word and 

His Spirit, our hope is that your heart is being refined and drawn ever closer 

to declaring, “No Desire But You, O Lord! No Desire But You. Not in 

heaven. Not on earth. Not anywhere.” 

 

Last week we looked at how the strategic role of remembering plays a 

significant part in finding our delight in the Lord. We were encouraged to 

savor, treasure and reflect upon individual facets of the nature of who He is 

and the wonder of the works He’s done. 

 

Today we’re going to reflect on the beauty of the Lord.  Our hope is that as 

we contemplate some of His captivating qualities, we’ll be increasingly 

attracted to Him and drawn ever deeper into His joy, with growing delight. 

 

That’s why we’re praying 

with one voice: 

 

(Open in prayer or ask someone to open in prayer.) 

“Expand Our Desire, O Lord!” 

“O Lord, Expand Our Desire For You,  

By Expanding Our Delight In You.” 



Devotional Thought 

Psalm 27:4 says,  

One thing I ask from the LORD, this only do I seek: 

that I may dwell in the house of the LORD all the days of my life,  

to gaze on the beauty of the LORD and to seek him in his temple. (NIV) 

 

Notice that David expresses his own version of what we call our ONE 

Desire. He says, “One thing I ask…this only do I seek”. The word for 

“ask” can also be translated “desire”.  In v. 4, we see a streamlined vein of 

desire that runs through David’s heart that’s laser locked on the Lord. 

 

There are three components to his desire.  First he desires to “dwell in the 

house of the LORD”.  For David, there was something about the Lord that 

made him long to just sit down and rest in His presence, with no thought of 

leaving. That’s the picture we get from this word “dwell”.  David was at 

home with the Lord and had no desire to be anywhere else. 

 

But what would he do in the Lord’s presence? The second component of his 

desire was “to gaze on the beauty of the LORD”. David had no greater 

delight than to behold the splendor of His God. Have you ever seen 

something so majestic, so enjoyable, so captivating that you couldn’t take 

your eyes off it?  Such beauty that you held your breath without even 

realizing? That’s what the word “gaze” means here. David found deep 

pleasure in looking intently upon the Lord, contemplating all of His attributes 

and being captivated by their wonderous beauty.  

 

Lastly, David’s desire was “to seek him in his temple”. To help us appreciate 

what he meant by “seeking” the Lord, imagine a farmer standing in his field 

at springtime, scooping up some dirt for inspection and smiling with an 

admiring eye at the richness of the soil.  That’s a picture of what David 

means here.  He longed to sit in God’s presence, gaze upon His beauty and 

carefully examine the richness of God’s features with an eye of admiration 

and awe. 

 

Putting it all together, in this simple verse we see a man whose desire was 

singular.  For David, he could think of nothing greater than to rest in the 

Lord’s presence forever, in captivated awe, as the eyes of his heart reverently 

studied the infinite intricacies of God’s glory and grace. 

 

Simply put, when we set aside time to be at rest in the Lord’s presence, with 

a desire to carefully examine the details of the Lord’s nature, we will find a 

deepening delight in Him that produces an expanding desire for more. 

As we prepare for our concentrated week of prayer and fasting, starting 

Jan. 26th, let’s continue asking the Lord to Expand Our Desire For Him, By 

Expanding Our Delight In Him.  How you ask?  By setting aside time to rest 

in His presence, and like the farmer in his field, reach down into God’s Word, 

scoop up a handful of His truths for close inspection, fix our gaze upon one 

or two of His rich attributes, and let our heart smile with a mixture of awe, 

admiration and adoration! 

 

At this point, you might be wrestling inwardly with mixed thoughts 

about all this.  On the one hand, your heart might be inspired by David’s 

outlook, and you find the flickering embers of your own ONE Desire fanned 

into flame.   

 

On the other hand, your analytical mind might be lobbing truth bombs into 

your heart, reminding you of all your past failures at “gazing upon the Lord”. 

Or it might be pelting you with labels like “super-spiritual” or “unrealistic”, 

trying to convince you this heart posture is unnatural for a contemporary life. 

 

Would you be surprised to realize that gazing and beholding what’s beautiful 

and precious is already a regular part of your everyday experience? 

 

Over the course of your days, have you ever stopped and gazed closely at the 

wonder of something? 

 

Have you ever held a newborn baby, marveling at the perfection of their 

miniature eye lashes, the creases in their chubby little legs or the details of 

their tiny toes?  Have you ever talked to a friend, observing how their eyes 

disappear when they smile? Have you ever been mesmerized by the intricate 

detail of a single snowflake? Have you ever been at the beach when the sun 

makes its grand entrance, piercing the horizon, robed in shades of pink, 

purple and yellow?  Have you ever been amazed by a closeup look of a 

flower’s complex design? Have you ever looked intently into the eyes of 

someone you love or counted the freckles on your grandchild’s face? Have 

you ever memorized the laugh lines on the face of your husband or wife?  

 

If you said yes to any of these, then my friend…you were gazing!  You were 

beholding the beauty of something. 

 

As you can see, the issue isn’t learning to gaze upon something with 

admiration and awe.  You’re hardwired for that. The issue is choosing the 

object upon which you’ll set your gaze. 


