This clinging attraction is not only understandable, but it’s a reflection of the
very design for which we were made.

Putting it all together, when David’s desire was dusty and parched, he knew
where to set his gaze and seek refreshment. It’s there that he found the soul
level worship, satisfaction and security for which his soul longed. In other
words, his desire for the Lord (i.e. clinging) expanded in proportion to the
delight He found in the Lord’s power, glory and steadfast love.

Discussion Questions:

Following David’s example, as a group, use the following questions to help
you reflect on what we’ve seen in this passage.

#1: Where do we see God’s power and glory revealed?

#2: What does the Bible mean in v.3 by describing God’s love as
steadfast?

#3: How is God’s power displayed in or through His steadfast love?

#4: How do we see God’s power displayed in His grace? Mercy?
Patience? His Word?

#5: How does beholding God’s power and glory, displayed in these ways,
expand your delight in Him and desire for Him?

Praying For Each Other:

Where does your soul most need to “cling” to the Lord today? In other
words, what do you lack in your life that most attracts you to what God
offers?

Praise & Praye

As we go to prayer, reflect on the Lord’s steadfast love and how it reveals
His power and glory. Consider our desperate needs, in light of all the Lord
offers to satisfy our parched and hungry souls.

Finally, let’s continue delighting in Jesus by sharing our praises of our Lord
with one another and lifting our prayers to Him.

Kindling
Thoughts

A ONE DESIRE Devotional
From Pastor Scott

Week 3
m‘m:
Before we begin, remember that next week is our official ONE Desire Prayer
& Fasting Week.

It’s a special week in which we prioritize coming together as a church family
for fellowship, worship and united prayer. That means next week we won’t
be meeting like this, rather we’ll gather with all the other WOL’ers.

Included with this devotional is a schedule of opportunities in which to
participate, including our all-church gatherings which we’re calling Sacred
Prayer Gatherings.

However, don’t forget that we will come together for one last Gathering
Point during the week of Feb. 2™ to conclude this year’s prayer and fast with
a time of praise and reflection on what the Lord has done in our midst.

Today we continue our season of preparation by reflecting on the power and
glory of the Lord. Our hope is that we will recognize them in God’s everyday
actions, on our behalf, causing an even deeper conviction to pray:

“0O Lord, Expand Our Desire For You,
By Expanding Our Delight In You.”

(Open in prayer or ask someone to open in prayer.)

Devotional Thought

Psalm 63:2-3 says,
“So I have looked upon you in the sanctuary,
beholding your power and glory.
Because your steadfast love is better than life,
my lips will praise you.”



David provides us with yet another example of a soul deepening its desire for
the Lord, because of finding satisfying delight in Him. To grasp this, let’s
open our Bible and look at all of Psalm 63.

Right away we see David’s desire for God in v.1 when he says, “earnestly I
seek you; my soul thirsts for you; my flesh faints for you...”. When we long
for God this way, we find a type of holy discontent sweeping across our soul
like a scorching prairie wind in August. It’s not a discontent with God, but a
discontent arising from our emptiness without Him.

So, what does David do? He set his gaze upon the Lord. We see this in v.2
where he said, “So I have looked upon you in the sanctuary, beholding
your power and glory.” And again in v.6, “I remember you upon my bed
and meditate on you in the watches of the night”. Did you recognize his
“gazing” terms? David “remembered”, “meditated,” “looked upon” and
was “beholding” the Lord’s attributes of “power” and “glory”.

Sometimes we find the concept of God’s power and glory are a bit abstract to
wrap our heads around. We might wonder how David actually recognized
them. Verse 3 gives us the answer. It would seem he saw God’s power and
glory in His “steadfast love”. There was something about the nature of
God’s love that displayed God’s power and glory to David.

I wonder if he was reflecting on God’s protective love for him as a young
boy tending sheep and battling wild animals? Maybe it was the Lord’s
forgiving love when he repented of his sin with Bathsheba? Or maybe it was
God’s sustaining love shown to him in the wilderness while on the run from
enemies? Whatever the reason, there was something about the sheer power
of the Living God displayed in such humble “shepherd-like” care that left
him delighted in awe and adoration.

Such delight and worship is exactly what we see scattered throughout this
psalm. Because David recognized God’s power and glory through His
steadfast love, his heart responded accordingly: “my lips will praise you”
(v.3), “I will bless you as long as I live; in your name I will lift up my
hands” (v.4), “my mouth will praise you with joyful lips” (v.5), and “in the
shadow of your wings I will sing for you.” (v.7).

Do you sense the reservoir of delight expanding in the heart of David? Can
you feel the soothing of his parched soul, from a cool sip of God’s goodness?
Can you detect the filling of his hungry soul, after another taste of God’s
steadfast love?

We’ve come this far in Psalm 63, let’s finish the journey.

David expressed his desire for the Lord. Then he set his focus on one of His
attributes, unleashing a fountain of praise from his inner being. But was
there any impact on David’s daily life? In other words, what can we expect as
a result in our own everyday faith?

Well, God’s Word answers our question. In v.5 David tells us his soul was
“satisfied as with fat and rich food” .

Do you remember as a kid when you were told to each your vegetables? Do
you remember why? I can still hear my mother’s voice at the dinner table
exhorting us, “Because they’re good for you.” But as kids, we didn’t want
something that was good for us, we wanted something that tasted good.
Right?! Vegetables didn’t satisfy the appetites of a young boy.

The “fat and rich food” that David refers to here is not only good for you
but tastes good as well. It was delicious, pleasant and truly satisfying. This is
how David described the state of his soul after drinking deeply from the well
of God’s nature and tasting His steadfast love. You can hear the soul’s
contented sigh, “Ahhhh. That’s good!” That is what happens when we
delight in the Lord.

Hold on. We’re not quite done. Like the familiar infomercials of days gone
by...there’s still more! After delighting in the Lord’s attributes of power and
glory, revealed in His steadfast love, not only did David experience soul level
worship and satisfaction, he also found a soul level sense of security.

With resolute confidence he declared “you have been my help” (v.7). With
his delight in the Lord expanding, his desire for the Lord expanded as well.
How do we know? Verse 8 shows us the direction and focus of his soul: “My
soul clings to you”. Why? Because “pour right hand upholds me”. David’s
weariness drew him to God’s strength.

You’re probably familiar with the old adage, “opposites attract”. Picture
pulling off a portion of cellophane or what’s often called cling-wrap? Its
clinging properties lie in the science of oppositely charged electrons causing
an effect of attraction.

This is the picture of David’s soul “clinging” to the Lord. His panting soul
was attracted to God’s supply of refreshing, satisfying love. And his insecure,
weak soul was attracted to the Lord’s arsenal of protective, stabilizing power.



