This explains why Jesus said to His disciples in John 13:35, “...by this all
people will know that you are my disciples, if you have love for one
another.”

Galatians 5:22-24 lists the fruit of the Spirit. Whey these qualities are
exercised amongst members of the Body of Christ, the joy and unity that
result both demonstrate and declare the glory of God in our midst.

So, as we come to the end of this Gathering Point, perhaps the Lord would
have us all consider how we might press on, “not neglecting to meet
together, as is the habit of some”. Perhaps we should reconsider robbing
one another of God’s glory, revealed in living LIFE Together.

Discussion Questions:

As we come to our final discussion time, let’s use the following questions to
help us reflect on what we’ve seen in these verses tonight and what we’ve
seen the Lord do in our midst these past weeks.

#1: How have you seen God work in your life or the life of this church
during this year’s ONE Desire Prayer & Fast?

#2: How do we recognize God’s attributes within the context of
community and fellowship with other believers?

#3: What are reasons we often give to not regularly “meet together”, to
“encourage one another”, or “stir up one another”?

#4: How do these reasons hold up in light of scripture?

#5: What kind of settings best position us to stir up the spiritual growth
and vitality of our brothers and sisters in Christ? Or put another way,

when are we best postured to meaningfully encourage and care for one

another?

(If you would be interested in discussing the possibility of leading some type
of small group, please contact Pastor Scott or the church office. We’d love to
see how we can come along side you and help.)

Praise & Praye

Finally, let’s continue delighting in Jesus by sharing our praises for our Lord
with one another, and lifting our prayers to Him.

Kindling
Thoughts

A ONE DESIRE Devotional
From Pastor Scott

Week 5
@'m:
For the first 3 weeks of January we’ve been meeting together as part of the
preparation for our annual ONE Desire Prayer & Fast.

Last week was our concentrated time of prayer and fasting, including three
gatherings with the whole WOL family for worship, praise and prayer.

Now, here we are. The annual prayer and fast is in the rearview mirror and
the ever-present temptation is always to simply move on to the next thing.

Was all this simply a spiritual “to-do” we check off every January?
By God’s grace we pray not.

Over the past number of weeks how many times have you prayed:

“O Lord, Expand My Desire For You,
By Expanding My Delight In You.”

Are we entering February, and the rest of the year, with any measure of
expectation that the Lord will continue the work He’s begun?

Today is our wrap up Gathering Point. We have two goals. First, we want
to reflect on what the Lord has done in our midst during this year’s ONE
Desire Prayer & Fast. Second, we’ll reflect on how God uses His people to
reveal His glory and power.

Our hope is that we will recognize the value of regularly being together with
God’s people, and the strategic value it has for increasing our hunger and
longing for Him. Let’s begin with prayer and once again ask the Holy Spirit
to guide us.



Devotional Though

John 17 is what’s often called Jesus’ priestly prayer. In verse 10 He said to
the Father: “All mine are yours, and yours are mine, and I am glorified in
them.”. Later in verse 13 He prayed, “But now I am coming to you, and
these things I speak in the world, that they may have my joy fulfilled in
themselves.”

In verses 22-23 He said, “The glory that you have given me I have given to
them, that they may be one even as we are one...so that the world may
know that you sent me and loved them even as you loved me.”

Finally, in the closing of His prayer in verse 26, He prayed, “I made known
to them your name, and I will continue to make it known, that the love with
which you have loved me may be in them, and I in them.”

Notice how the glory of God and His name are a central theme in Jesus’
prayer for His followers. Clearly there’s something about the community and
unity of Christ Followers that reveals, magnifies and multiplies the glory of
God.

In fact, a broader study of scripture reveals that Christian unity is best
experienced and reflected in personable community, not impersonal crowds.

Maybe that’s why Hebrews 10 highlights God’s instruction to regularly
gather with other believers. Verses 24-25 say, “And let us consider how to
stir up one another to love and good works, not neglecting to meet together,
as is the habit of some, but encouraging one another, and all the more as
you see the Day drawing near.”

To stir up one another is a close-up activity. This word means to provoke or
stimulate a response. Sometimes it’s translated as “spur”. Picture a cowboy
using his spurs to provoke a response in their horse. He doesn’t do it to hurt
the horse, but rather to inspire it into action. A rider doesn’t accomplish this
sitting on the fence. It requires him to be close to the horse. This is the
picture here for the Body of Christ. God’s primary design for influencing
one another’s spiritual walk is always up close and personal.

Think about it. When do you find yourself most encouraged? Is it when it’s
offered to you broadly as one of the crowd or when it’s shared with you
personally by someone who knows you and is speaking directly to you? Both
have their place, but which has a more lasting impact?

When do you feel most loved, most heard, most cared for in life? Is it at a
distance or close-up?

Verse 24 urges us to think deeply about how we can spark a life of love and
good works in one another. How do we do that? As usual, God’s Word gives
us the answer.

There are two ways given to us. First, by “not neglecting to meet together”
and by “by encouraging one another.” In other words, we are best
positioned to stir up spiritual vitality in others by being with one another and
by encouraging one another.

At this point you might be thinking, “Yeah, this is great, but what does it
have to do with God’s glory being revealed and encountered?” Good
question.

Ask yourself, “What happens when you get up close and personal with other
people?” Don’t we find it challenging at best and downright impossible at
other times?

There’s no doubt about it, walking closely with other sinners through life,
side by side, is often risky and messy. It requires grace, patience, love,
compassion and a host of other qualities that are not natural to our flesh.

If we could obtain the power and strength to offer these things to others,
wouldn’t that stand out in our self-centered, “I’m in it for me”, world?

When somebody annoys you and you show patience toward them, the
presence and glory of God is revealed and encountered.

When you offend someone and they extend the grace of forgiveness to you,
you experience the glory of God.

When someone offers their time and resources to help another in need, with
no expectation for anything in return, the glory of God’s grace is
encountered.

This way of living is not natural and this is precisely why living life together,
up close, proves to demonstrate the presence and glory of God.

Remember what Romans 5:5 tells us. “God's love has been poured into our
hearts through the Holy Spirit who has been given to us.”



